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The wiping out of the civilization of Virginia in the years
1860-65 has had effects infinitely disastrous to our imme-
diate selves. But one may be allowed the speculation that,
if some of the civilization of Provence had spread to their
immediately Northern neighbours and so to us Nordics, the
horrors and catastrophes that have since afflicted us would
have progressed at a diminished speed. We should have
been spared the Inquisition,  the wars  of Religion,  very
likely   the   Reformation,   the   counter-Reformation. . . *
There is, indeed, no knowing what would not have been
the progress of civilization if it had been proved at that
moment to St. Dominic and his northern murderers that
the plundering of a civilized people on the grounds of their
immorality is not really a paying proposition. The Trouba-
dours were subjected to wholesale murder on the grounds
that they were heretics; the civilization of the American
South was wiped out by other Northerners who preferred
to use slaves in a different way. The result of the one catas-
trophe as of the other is that to-day we are in a condition
more miserable, more distracted, more disunited, and, alas,
infinitely more bloodthirsty. And do not try to evade the
question by saying that this is an exaggeration or a piece of
casuistry. It is not. Until the days of Napoleon they still
talked of the laws of war and the dictates of humanity and
were horrified at the idea that broken glass should be fired
from cannon. The chivalry of the chivakic ages was a real
thing; the loss of less than six hundred lives at Balaclava
sent a thrill of horror round the entire world; the lives of
non-combatants   were  spared  whenever  possible  by  the
Prussians in the Franco-German War. Even in 1914 tiaces
of belief that the non-combatant was sacred still obtained
and  rumours  of atrocities  shook the whole world, . . .
The whole world. Or to be, for an instant speculative: I do
not suppose that if a scientist had offered St. Dominic the
use of poison gas at the siege of B6ziers he would have
refused it. But he would almost certainly have felt remorse
similar to that of Bismarck after he had employed it. He
showed sometimes some traces of humanity.
But to-day, such has been the gradual growth of cupidity